
TTIE SIKH ARMY 1826-1849:
T]NIFORMGTIIDE
by Alan & Michael Peny

Ilb adide is lb€ ns t of lhe acormmulatd lts€ardr usrd for lhe
Fo|[drt rarEe of ffgurs As therc b no one rEfer€nce bool( that cov-
en tlle uniforms ofthe Sikh anny, it seerFd a good id€a to publsh dle
fdlowing in a nsdjty acc€s{ble rnaeeine

L InhrElrn$r
hfanty are gerer?lly depicr€d in contemponry pdnls $€arirg ca€t€€s,
white or dalk blue lousers $,ilh a IEd stioe an1 da* blue or whiie inbans
Red and pink tr{tors ale also rEcorded- hctoriat ard aocumemary ,ouca
rEcord yeloq blue, rc4 gE€n ard white fdcings. An alternalive cuffd€sign
is slEM in (a). Co emp@ry Indiao an genemly slrows *re dght urt6n
(b) ard occaion ny a waisl-belr (c). The Aljgol Regimr m desnibed
R€r.ring whilejack€ts ard blue touse$.

ZlffintrJmD, nt erdriss
Posheets w€re expeded to be wom in winter over coare€s or nati\€ drEss,
altlough many soldiers made do wifr wml or felt ve$ions. I-oig d|awls
ard sesh6 as trE[ as onban tai]s usE wBpped a'o@d he3d ard body for
added prDl€aion again$ tre cold

3.Itrf'lrt],'ls& grnmrdrtss
Aldrdrgh slprm in a while trsoned onic. !oop6 descdbed in $rnrner
dEss may simply be wEaring $en nadve whne kuta Regirnents wele po}
sibly ditrsEnrial4d by dE colous oftEir lIltarls, eg. rc4 yeloq geer

4 l)iutruner
FifeN as wel as drunlne$ w@ used in irfetry egitmls. TIE figue
shown is talcn fiom a codempordry tdian pi@lre. TIE colouring i! col}
i€coral as nxrsicturs mav havr $om coals olle\er\€d colous.

5In&rEy Otrctr
Otrcer's ders was pEty rnuch hli up to dle irdinduaL who sometim6
copi€d Bnrish or FrEncn fahion This fiEuIe is again tal€r tom a conlenr
poffy Irdian pic[lrE.

6. Ofrc€r
Ofice$ on calnpaigl codd also choose to d{Ess fiom head to toe in right fit-
ling silkofyel6q-€rirnson orcfiarse. Hsher mnking officen and;obtes
pref€n€d r+iriE, ereen ad yelow silk wilh a Fofirion of jewelery.
PlurEs (al in g fiongs $ete comrFrl as $e|e ullbarb with rnany lolds
abwn tlE b€ck ofbe ntr:k (b).

7. G d'ha'
R4jit Singh raised ljm rnen fom Kashmir ard fcrm€d tlEm ink' tlro bal-
lalom of'Ghu*as , imil4lns ['mse from NeDa! in British service. Al one
nage tlEse fof,n€d pan of flre Rerrh teg]bn (s€e no.lo). The frgure
slrown is from €n Irdian painting. Oigiraly tle whol€ of lhe Khalst
infantry w€rE to w€3r sh6ko! but dle SiklB renr€d 1o exchange their [!r,

& Fmttudlery Oidt)
Ntrnany slDwn in ei0Er dak blue or while Eouse$. the Jinsi used mair y
6'2 to 18 pds drawn by oxerl Twelve pds and dbove we€ gerE"Xy
rcgard€d as siege-pieces (kalan). Etephant bad€ri€s had 24 pdr or heavier

9, HGs Arflery (Aspi)
TtE figule depict€d is based on a cont€nporary pi€tr€, auDugh a $,inen
a.coud $rr€s 6at A$i *ore red tubanq UE salr€ lFavily frWedjacket
but white tousss, long black boori (a), black cnsbelts, waistelr ard blac*
laabbad with brass fitings. TheAspi used 45 dls

lODrqmn
The dragooN \rerc amed with c.!$ines which slLng a.r6s dE sholl(h4
lhe hi rEding in abu*et ata.h€d !c dte saddle. ft€y eere also is$ed with
a bayond as wEI ar a srlrod Dngoon oftcas we€ dr€ssed in dirffon silk
from head to foot and anrEd with a sable or y

11" LaD(tr
TIE l,ancels v/ere aIIlEd wirh 12 fmt banboo l,Itces adomed wiih rc4
white ardblue sfieanes. TlEy are also me ionsd dRrs€d in bluecoaa ad
tal r€d ca$. Grris @lilbe areferEnce to tlte nortrt€dAkali udt which dis-
moud€d to figho.

r2, Cuirasder
Otrcers \rore F€nch brass ctrimss€s" while tlle men qo{e sl€el oimsres
depicling a Galic cock in fie rniddle of lhe sar They w€IE mrn€d wjlh a
cabine, slung o\€r ltle sllo{nder, plus a pair of pislok and Euopean sabtE
The feine 61ou .d shabEqw (4 ol(m are coniectuid.

13. Alali
The chareEristic Dastar Bungg4 over which the steel quoits (char*a) wele
cjnied $ele som alongside ntrtais Tfte blue kurta (dFd ldigo ard so
ranFd frorn dnl to pale bluej wa\ also peoiiar to lhe A]aI! under *hich
tEy $ole .hons cr dhoti in which ttle) wodd fighl- SaliEs ocaasDn tt
tubar$, and leade$' Dast r Bungga e€jle corunonly $fflo colouEd-
Alali clolhing was al\rays in a poorsare ofr€pat Tvo swodr lsivex s€v-
€rdl clu*a and sonElirnes a rnatchlock musket werE commm almanl€nt
RanjitSingharorEeaCpatempEdtoforntlEsei o a single unit of 3,0m
to leep ttEm o.t of [Duble but, aff€r this had fane4 split dEm inro smale.
units and di$ibuted ltrem anooCrst fE iregul6.

rd IlrEgolar
Lregulaxs, bodr foot ard lower class horesrrErl p€te drels€d genexdly in
whie and/or saiion (vario$ shadEs ofyelow) alirough a variay ofcolols
werc used. AI stndel ofr€d. blue ar:d saflion we.rc us€d for tuballs - white
F€dominaling for tE poorcr clas!€s. Black ad green turbars wE corF
morcc among lhe wealihier classes. Sash€s and scrft€s \€ried grEady in
colour. This amarnent consist€d of trlwa$ (swords), spea$, bi\€s, fi.r
daggers ard malchlock muskets (a). Shields (dahl) (b) rl]€rE comrno"ly used
dmugl|out dE Iiegulars and occasion ly by dre Regular infadrj II'€y
werE made of hide or si€el for lh€ higher classes.

15. Ghodn[ra Caralryr€n
Irre nabks and hjgher class cavalry of the Glnrchwla tended to 're{ mail
Erd 'fdr-miior'arlnof (chatar aina) ard Indo-Pasian (KhdahKuo lEl-
rFt Cldhingmdae&r€mentswerernorecolourftrladdecomti\€. OrE
sou€ rEntions a unit weadng bronze hellnd,s, yelow hnbans and black
heron featE* They wee anned wilh ldres swords, pistols ard dal s.

16. Sfth Colflrrs
The two infanhy colous (a) and O) me raken liom dle thrce on display at
LichteldcatlEdal. Thethid or€ is atso rEd wifl a yelow bo*c ,41161
aI Sikh colous werE Eiangulai Those in Lichfield cath€dnl measl]re 7'6"
in kngft ard b€breen 8'4'ajd 8' l0'in heigh! on poles ofbetween 10'6"
ad l0' 11". StrEaners nnge fioln 5' to 8'4' - they arc meFly lied ben€alh
dE irofl lE3d TI}€ $o red flags afe coleed wilh $n I (i.e 2) gold floir,
e$ h{ there is no sign on any ofbe flags of a rnain cenFal devica ll|Iee
examples ofc€ntlnl devices taken fiom otEr souces arc giv€n on tE paint-
ing gui&. Tlle only non'Eianeular flags *ele usedby 6e elite trigrde. This
was kDwn as t|e'FrEnch l€gion'ard was dte favo'ned bigrde oftle mer-
cewy Fr€och militrry adviso$ Ven[rd ard Allad E3ch unit in fiis
bdgrde cani€d a tsimlour (c).

ORGANISATION

Jssideri Fsuj
(feudal lDops offr pdnces)

R€gulffs (Fsuji-Ain)
0nhnty, cavalry, aninery)

TlErewerETl,mFaujiAin. Brigade.s consist€d of 34 badatioos of rcgl}
lar infanty, I reginEnt of rEgdar car€lry ajd I or 2 anilery ba!€ries.. The'Eerch tegion' $€s an exception having 2 regirEnis of rcgdar ca\dry: I
c{irdssier ard I dmgoon.

Lfanty rcgifi€nb had 2 batraliors, each of which nun$€r€d betw€€n 80G
1,m0 me4 divid€d inlo 8 cornparf€s In 1838 drere '€le 8 Regulfi caval
ry rcgiments, 2 Imcer and 6 dngoo& although tE latt€r may ha\€ incld€d
I or 2 qrinssier Egirnents. Regular ca!€ky €girneds nunberEd berween
20G. 5m nlen in 4 iroop6. Anjlery baieri€s (deel$) runbercd bet{€en 3
am l) guns

The Jagirdad Fauj (feldal toop6 of dle pdnces) comFised hained infanty
drEsed ard €qui@ as fE state reeulars. unuliffd cava.hy, artinery a.nd
iflEgular infanty.

TtE size ofchorcllL|Im units variedconsidenbly fiom deriis of 150 - 3,m.
TtEse *qe atached to egular bdgades, as wEle zjnhllEk denhs (camel
mou(€d guts) ard ire8uld inftntry uib.

I
IrngulaN

Ganison forc€s, militia & Glrorchun)
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